4.4.2.4. Commentary keywords

Keyword field is blank. This keywordmay be used to supply
any comments regarding tld TSfile. It is frequently used for
aesthetic purposes to provide a break between groups tédela
keywords in the header.

- start of new text

By convention, a sequence of one or meoompletely blank
keyword records (consisting of 80 ASCII space charactée) t
immediately precede thEND keyword may be interpreted as
non-significant fill space thanay be over written and reused
when new keywords are appended to the header. This conven-
tion enables an arbitrarily large amount of header spacesto b
preallocated when the FITS HDU is first created; this space is
then available for future use when new keyword records aite wr
ten to the header. Preallocating space for the anticipatatber
of keyword records that will eventually be written can help t
mitigate the computationally expensive alternative ofihg\to
repeatedly insert a new FITS block into the header to makeroo
for 36 more keywords at a time.

It should be noted, however, that if a FITS file is processed
by software that writes new keywords in the traditional way a
the location of th&ND keyword, this will render the preallocated
blank keywords no longer available for reuse under this eanv
tion. For this reasoit isrecommended that this convention only
be used within a controlled processing environment wheee th
software is known to support it.



