
Friends of IXPE Forum
May 21, 2026

All participants in Friends of IXPE Forums are expected to engage in a respectful and 
professional manner that supports open scientific dialogue. Participants should communicate 
constructively. Disagreements should be expressed courteously and focused on scientific 
ideas rather than individuals. Participation indicates agreement with this code of conduct.



2

Martin passed away in May 2026, after a 
brief illness. Martin was a tireless 
advocate for X-ray polarimetry for 
decades. He led IXPE through its 
successful proposal, development, and 
flight stages. The mission would not 
exist without Martin's leadership and 
many contributions.

https://www.berryhillfh.com/obituaries/
martin-weisskopf
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▪ We understand that the chat was not working for some during the first meeting. We 
changed settings, so hopefully this is fixed. However, if you wish to ask a question and the 
chat does not work, please use the raise hand function. If nothing works, email Phil at 
<philip.kaaret@nasa.gov>, I will try to check my messages before the end of each talk.

▪ If you did not receive an email about this forum, please make sure that 
friendsofixpe@lists.nasa.gov is in your “safe senders” or similar list. Also, email Kavitha at 
<kavitha.arur@nasa.gov> and <karur1@umbc.edu>

▪ IXPE Cycle 4 proposals will be due on 17 September 2026. The biggest change is that we 
now have a joint program with XMM-Newton. Also, the IXPE Proposals and Tools - Cycle 4 
web page is now live, https://heasarc.gsfc.nasa.gov/docs/ixpe/proposals/ixpe_prop.html

▪ The next forum will be on 18 June 2026. The science talk will be “IXPE’s Breakthrough 
Observations of Blazars” by Yannis Liodakis.

▪ There will be an IXPE Proposers Workshop on 30 June 2026. An email on how to register 
will be sent via the IXPE, Forum, and HEAD mailing lists.

Notes

https://heasarc.gsfc.nasa.gov/docs/ixpe/proposals/ixpe_prop.html
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▪ IXPE mission and data processing status updates                                        
Chien-Ting Chen (IXPE SOC, MSFC/USRA)

▪ Black Holes in a New Light: X-ray Polarimetry of Stellar-Mass Black Holes 
Swati Ravi (MIT)

▪ IXPE Data Preparation & Analysis Tools                                                     
Douglas Swartz, Kavitha Arur (IXPE GOF)

Agenda
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